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EYFS Curriculum Statement
Geography
In Foundation Stage, we promote the opportunity for children to gain a wider experience of the world around them. The children learn, through first-hand experiences, how to explore, observe, problem solve, predict, think critically, make decisions and talk about the creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments. All of which are part of the essential skill set needed to then progress into the role of a ‘Geographer’ in Key Stage One. 
The main focus within the subject of Geography in Foundation Stage is ‘Understanding the World’, one of our Early Learning Goals. We provide opportunities to reflect on events and routines that the children and their peers experience, but also provide opportunities to investigate similarities and differences that exist, introducing essential vocabulary including time and positional language. We explore the physical world within the local community and beyond. These experiences are both ‘first hand’ and ‘imaginary’ but will fundamentally be practical in nature and involve enriching vocabulary. 
Examples of ‘first-hand’ or ‘sensory’ experiences that can be observed in our EYFS classrooms are:
· Walks around our local village of Quorn, including visits to the church or Cricket Pitch
· Exploring the school grounds in different weathers, seasons or times of the day, including for Forest School sessions
· Interacting with visitors of different professions/ hearing from people who help us via Tapestry
· Playing games that involve directional and map reading skills in Physical Education
Examples of ‘imaginary’ experiences that can be observed in our EYFS classrooms are:
· Role play, including small world play and loose parts
· Construction with a range of materials as well as sand, mud and water
· Exploration of what places and people are like through sharing stories and non-fiction books
All of the above contributes to supporting the children in both an adult led and child initiated manner for the children to achieve their Early Learning Goal of ‘Understanding the World’:
[image: A picture containing chart

Description automatically generated]

































[bookmark: _GoBack] 
Written by: Vicky Price     December 2022
image1.png
Geography

Three and Mathematics - Understand position through words alone. For example, “The
Four-Year-Olds bagis under the table,” ~ with no pointing.

+ Describe a familiar route.

+ Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of
and ‘behind’.

Understanding the World - Useall their senses in hands-on exploration of natural
materials.

- Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the
natural environment and all living things.

+ Know that there are different countries in the work and
talk about the differences they have experienced or seen
in photos.

Reception Understanding the World + Draw information from a simple map.

+ Recognise some similarities and differences between life in
this country and life in other countries.

* Explore the natural world around them.

+ Recognise some environments that are different to the one in
which they live.

ELG Understanding | People, « Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from
the World Culture and observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
Communities

+ Explain some similarities and differences between life in this
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from
stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.

The Natural + Know some similarities and differences between the natural

World world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in class.

+ Understand some important processes and changes inthe
natural world around them, including the seasons.
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