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History at St Bartholomew’s
INTENT

The study of history at St Bartholomew’s Primary School, aims to ignite children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. Through finding out about how and why the world, our country, culture and local community have developed over time, children begin to understand how the past shapes the present. 

We recognise that as well as a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people, history also enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity; what children learn through history – locally, as a nation and globally - can influence their attitudes and values, decisions and personal choices. 


IMPLEMENTATION
History is, by its nature, an enquiry-based subject, which develops children’s conceptual understanding as well as their knowledge and skills. Throughout each year, History is taught in units of learning as a relevant and meaningful part of half-termly topics. 

We teach the National Curriculum supported by a clear progression plan that ensures skills and knowledge are built upon year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for the children.

Planned learning, includes the opportunity for greater depth of study, beginning with a ‘Big Question’ that can be further investigated. Lessons seek to develop children’s ability to support, evaluate and challenge their own views and the perspective of others, using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources.

In terms of curriculum ‘coverage’, we recognise the link and relationship with other subjects (e.g. information gleaned from artist depictions of historical events; significant scientists and their discoveries) but in particular Geography. Subsequently, our year/cycle overviews detail in which half-term there will be a Geography or History focus. Also, we feel that some topics lend themselves to much more historical content and in some year groups, History may therefore be taught for a whole term, as opposed to being delivered across two terms – but whilst retaining a balance of subject coverage over the year. 


IMPACT

Our aim is that children move into secondary education/ KS3 being able to consider, question and apply themselves as ‘historians’, with a passion for and a curiosity about the past.

By the time the children leave St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School they should have developed:

· A secure knowledge and understanding of a coherent chronological narrative from the earliest times to the present day.
· An understanding of how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced the wider world.
· The ability to think critically, communicate confidently, reflect, debate and discuss the past using effective enquiry skills
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