Geography Intent, Implementation and Impact Statement

Intent
The intent of studying geography at St Bartholomew’s is to instill a lifelong curiosity and understanding of the world in our pupils. We aim to develop geographical knowledge that is both broad and deep, giving children a solid grounding in the subject that they can build upon throughout their education. Geography also enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity; what children learn through geography can influence their attitudes and values, decisions and personal choices. 
At St Bartholomew’s, our Geography curriculum is not only about learning key facts but also about cultivating informed, responsible and engaged citizens, equipped with the knowledge and skills to navigate and contribute to an increasingly complex world.

Implementation
At St Bartholomew’s, the implementation of our Geography curriculum is structured, engaging and informed by best practices, ensuring a rich learning experience for all pupils. This includes:
· Experiential Learning Opportunities: Fieldwork and practical experiences are central to our approach. Regular school trips to local landmarks, environmental centres and geographical locations, enrich the curriculum, providing context to theoretical knowledge. 
· Use of Technology and Resources: We leverage technology through GIS (Geographical Information Systems) and interactive maps to enhance geographical understanding. Additionally, we utilise a variety of resources, including documentaries and "virtual tours", to broaden the pupils' horizons.
· Differentiated Teaching Strategies: Our lessons are tailored to cater for diverse learning needs. We implement mixed ability group work, scaffolded tasks and provide opportunities for pupils to lead aspects of their learning, ensuring that all pupils are engaged and challenged.
· Regular Assessment and Feedback: Assessment is integral to our implementation strategy. We use flashcards, quizzes and exit tickets to revisit and embed prior knowledge, ensuring that key concepts are retained and understood. Further teaching and individual learning paths are adapted when needed.



Impact
The impact of our Geography curriculum at St Bartholomew’s can be measured through various avenues:
· Pupil Engagement & Enthusiasm: Observational data and pupil voice surveys indicate high levels of engagement and enthusiasm for Geography. Pupils often express a desire to explore geographical concepts further and relate them to their own experiences.
· Knowledge Retention and Understanding: By revisiting prior learning, pupils demonstrate strong retention and understanding of key concepts. 
· Skill Development: Pupils exhibit clear development of geographical skills, such as map reading, data interpretation and fieldwork techniques. They can articulate their learning and apply it to real-world contexts, demonstrating a genuine understanding of geographical issues.
· Awareness of Economic, Environmental and Social Impact: Through focused discussions and inquiry-based learning, pupils develop an awareness of how geography influences economic systems, environmental sustainability and social dynamics in different regions.
· Positive Learning Environment: The inclusive and supportive teaching fosters a positive learning atmosphere where pupils feel safe to express their ideas, take risks and collaborate with peers. We also have an extensive school site (including various wooded areas) which is used to run forest school sessions and connect with the natural world. 
