
Dear families, 

Welcome back!... we have had a fantastic first couple of weeks… even rain at drop-off 
and collection time :-) ! I’m sure you will join me though in welcoming those families 
new to St Bartholomew’s, with children joining our Foundation Stage this Autumn. 
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Diary Dates 

Parent’s Evenings 
FS & KS1 

Week commencing  
05.10.26 

KS2 
Week commencing  

12.10.26 
(Details to follow) 

 
Harvest Festival 

(St Bart’s Church) 
15th October 

 
Half Term 

19.10.26-23.10.26 

THINKING SPACE 

… is a local and national 
scheme of learning, 
through stories, that  
addresses equality,        

diversity and inclusion. 

Each half term a different 
theme is opened with a 

focus assembly and    
followed up in-class 

through a related        
children’s book. 

 

Please can parents check their child’s details on the Arbor app including    
Medical and Dietary conditions to check they are correct and up to date.  
 

Please also note that the school’s text service has come to an end, we 
shall now communicate with you through the in-app message service 
on Arbor.                                                                                                                  

                                                                                      Arbor                 

Thank you very much.                                                                                                                            

Arbor—Please check your details 

Awaiting Half term 
Count 

   

SNACK-TEMBER 

At the end of the summer term, I had 
shared with you, my concerns regarding         
children’s snacks. 

A large proportion of our children are 
consistently bringing in crisps and       
chocolate - and sometimes multiple 
snacks for one break-time.  

As a primary school, we are required - 
and I think should - support healthier 
eating/ options - MORE INFO TO FOLLOW   

LOST AND FOUND  

As we enter into the new academic year, 
it would be great to reduce our lost 
property - usually it helps as the weather 
changes (and the children are keen to 
keep layers on) but the most helpful 
thing for us and yourselves - I can’t stress 
enough - is...  

PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING… 

NAME IT 

NAME IT 

NEW POLICIES 

Please look out for school’s new updated 
guidance concerning: 

Allergy and Anaphylaxis 

Pupils are now required to have two    
epi-pens in school and, where relevant, 
we have new procedures in place to help 
support children with this . 

Mobile Phones 

Further to the DfE’s new stance that all 
schools should be ‘mobile phone-free’ 
environments - update to follow.  

ATTENDANCE 

New term dates 

We are waiting for the Local Authority to 
finalise dates for the county terms for 
what will be 2027 - ’28… watch this 
space! 

Request for leave 

Reminder… there is a ‘Request for leave 
of absence’ form to complete - pls ask at 
the office - should you be considering 
time out in term-time. 

Daily contact - please bear in mind we 
are required to contact you when your 
child/ ren is not in school. 



Hair  

For Health and safety reasons, we ask that all         

children with shoulder length (and longer) hair, have 

their hair tied up and back for the school day. 

We will also ask that some longer styles (not quite of 

that length) are also tied up and/ or back, for         

particular activities - largely, but not exclusive to, PE       

sessions (alice/ sports bands can be great for this). 

We have already had a very significant incident and 

injury, through no fault of the child’s or others, but 

which has highlighted the importance of                    

re-establishing this at this early stage.  

 

Many thanks in advance. 

 

Asthma 

This time of year - with the transition to the 
onset of cold, damp weather - can often be 
challenging for children with asthma.   

Parents please make sure - inhalers... 

• and spacers are named; 

• are in date; 

• are in school every day. 

Also, that…  

• Forms and Asthma UK cards are filled in 
and returned to the school office. 

 

If your child has recently been 
diagnosed with Asthma, please 
call in at the school office to 
have this recorded and to collect 
the forms. 

Hand Hygiene 

 

Regular hand-washing/ sanitizing is still key to   
keeping us safe and well in school.  

 

We ask that unless your child has a specific skin    
condition, that you do not send them in with their 
own hand sanitiser.  We have plenty of anti-bacterial 
gel around school as well as regular opportunities for 
children to wash their hands with 
warm water and soap.  If, for a   
medical reason, your child needs      
separate gel / soap, please drop 
their class teacher an email or speak 
to a member of the school office. 

 

Thank you. 

Nut Allergies 

Please ensure that any food brought into 
school does not contain nuts as we have 
many children who are allergic to nuts of any 
type.   

Nuts and peanuts can cause allergic reactions, 
which are sometimes severe and can be life-
threatening.  Allergic reactions are not always 
caused by the child eating nuts; close       
proximity to nuts can cause a  
reaction. 

So please be aware of foods 
such as Nutella and B-Ready 
bars which contain hazel nuts. 

Help us to keep all of our children safe by 
remaining NUT-FREE. 



Your co-operation is needed if you     
deliver and collect your children from 

school in the car. 
 

The safety of all children is paramount!  

Parents are asked NOT to park in the 

shaded areas on this plan. 

 

Do not park on the corners of junctions, 
on the pavements and on double yellow 
lines or zig zags. They are there for the 
children’s safety.   

 

PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE INTO   
WILLOWCROFT.  

 
 Parking in the school car park is for 

staff  and disabled drivers only. 
 

NO PARKING please on the school car park when dropping off and picking up for school clubs 

Parking 

Please do not bring dogs onto our 
school site and do not leave them 
tethered and unattended at either 

the front or back school gates. 

Thank you 

No Dogs 
 

School Lunch/Packed Lunches 

Our school lunch menu can be found on our school  

Website: 

http://www.st-bartholomews.leics.sch.uk/page/?
title=School+Dinners&pid=35  
 

As a Healthy School, we actively encourage our children to eat 
healthily.  Please ensure that you are sending your child to 
school with a nutritious and balanced packed lunch, trying 
also to avoid any chocolate or sweets for snack time.  

 

Please also remember to send water as a drink and not juices 
of any kind. 

 

Thank you. 

Sarah Oakland (Assistant Headteacher) 

REMINDER – WE HAVE A STRICT 
‘NO NUT’  POLICY 
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Please walk with 
wheels in the school 
grounds for every-
one's safety. 

     Thank you 

http://www.st-bartholomews.leics.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Dinners&pid=35
http://www.st-bartholomews.leics.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Dinners&pid=35


WELCOME 

 

This term we welcome a new staff member to the St Bart's Team. 

I’m sure you will join me in wishing Mrs Cannaby (Y6 teacher) a warm        

welcome to the school. 

Mr Clark  

 

Staggered Timings 

 
 

‘School day’ timings - from Autumn 2026 

  
  
  

Morning Afternoon 

Mon – Friday Mon – Thu` 

Classrooms open: Collection time: 

Foundation Stage 

& Key Stage 1 

(Yr 1, 2) 

8.30am 3.15pm 

Key Stage 2 

(Yr 3, 4, 5, 6) 

8.40am 3.25pm 

      Fridays 

    Foundation Stage 

& Key Stage 1 

(Yr 1, 2) 

2.00pm 

    Key Stage 2 

(Yr 3, 4, 5, 6) 

2.10pm 



Copies of this newsletter will be sent via email. 
A paper copy will be sent home for those parents who require one. 

A larger print version for this newsletter is available from the school office. 

This can also be accessed our website at www.st-bartholomews.leics.sch.uk 

Our school website  

www.st-bartholomews.leics.sch.uk 

For anyone wishing to contact our Governing Body please email on:  

governors@st-bartholomews.leics.sch.uk  



School Dinner Money 

The current cost of a school dinner for children in Key Stage 2 is £2.90 a 
day / £14.50 a week.  Parents/carers are required to pay in advance for 
school meals through their child’s dinner money account on Parentpay. 
We no longer accept cash or cheque for payment of school dinners. If you 
require a Parentpay log in then please contact the school and we can 

arrange this for you. 

 

Free School Meals 

All children in Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 currently get a free school lunch under the       
governments, Universal Infant Free School Meals Scheme, 

  

Some parents will also qualify for Free School Meals, details below :   

 From Autumn 2026 the following changes have been made to Free School Meal (FSM)                    
eligibility.  These updates mean that more families may now qualify for support, even if they were 
not eligible before. 

 

Under the revised criteria, families may be entitled to Free School Meals if they receive one of the 
following: 

• Universal Credit  

• Income Support or Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Child Tax Credit without Working Tax Credit 

Other qualifying benefits as outlined by the Department for Education 

 

If you believe your circumstances may now meet the new criteria, we strongly encourage you 
to submit an application, even if your child is in Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 and already   
receives Universal Infant Free School Meals. 

 

  

If you would like to enquire as to whether you qualify please apply via the Parent Portal 
on Leicestershire County Councils website.  The link to this is below but is also available on the 
schools website under the School Dinners section. 

  

Parent Portal : https://leicestershire.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/Synergy/ 

  

https://leicestershire.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/Synergy/


Office Opening Hours 

  
 

Babies Fortnight 

 

 

Leicestershire Children & Families Department and Rutland’s Living Well Rutland Service are pleased to 
be celebrating ‘Babies’ across our Baby Fortnight in a series of workshops across two weeks delivered 

by  

Baby Fortnight 2026 by LLR Safeguarding Children Partnerships | Eventbrite 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/baby-fortnight-2026-4861861









